| |

EWAY g LIAAX

Official Publication of the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia

VOL. 73 - No. 9

MAY 13,2012

ENGLISH VERSION

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CLERGY GATHER
FOR SPRING CONFERENCE

Hershey, PA - Most
people in the United States
read the phrase “vision
2020,” and immediately
think about their last visit
to the eye doctor. But,
for the priests of the
Archeparchy of
Philadelphia, and for that
matter, all the bishops,
priests, and people of the
Ukrainian Catholic Church,
it is not about seeing clearly
— it is however, about
looking to the future of our
Church and what we might
be in the year 2020. And
so, the priests of
Archeparchy of
Philadelphia, along with
Archbishop  Soroka
gathered together to
participate in workshops

Bishop Ken
Novakowski

with an agenda presented
by Bishop Ken
Novakowski, Eparch of
New Westminster,
Canada, and Fr. Andriy
Onuferko, of the Eparchy
of Toronto and Spiritual

Fr. Andriy
Onuferko

Director of Holy Spirit
Seminary, Ottawa,
Ontario. This agenda
focused upon the clergy
of our Archeparchy
becoming the leaders and
motivators, who will help
enliven our parish
churches to be, where
anyone who wants to, can
experience not merely,
religion and ritual, but
where all people can come
to encounter the living
Christ to be saved,
nourished, forgiven,
healed, consoled, and
renewed by the Savior of

the World — in our own
Ukrainian Catholic Church.

On December 2,
2011, Patriarch Sviatoslav
issued a pastoral letter for
our church the world over
called, “The Vibrant Parish
— a place to encounter
the living Christ.”  The
purpose of the letter was
to initiate this campaign
to rediscover the mission
of our Ukrainian Catholic
Church and the work it
has to accomplish in the

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)

world. In it, our Patriarch
Sviatoslav, acting with the
Bishops of our Church,
invites all of us to actively
engage in the spiritual
renewal of our Church,
and in the apostolic
ministry of the
evangelization of all
peoples. This mission was
entrusted to all of us
(bishops, priests, religious,

and laity) by Christ Himself.

The key
components of this effort
for spiritual renewal and
evangelization are: The
Word of God, Holy
Mysteries and Prayer,
Serving One’s Neighbor,
Leadership, Fostering and
Serving Unity, and
Missionary Spirit of the
Parish Community.
Actually, none of these
endeavors are anything
new, but they are, and
always have been, the
task of the Christian
community, and in
particular, what all of us
who are the Ukrainian
Catholic Church must be
engaged in, if we are to
truly be known as disciples
of Jesus.

How do we go
about doing this¢ As part
of the strategy, bishops,
priests, religious, and laity
began to think about what
we as a Church have as
special, unique, and
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authentic practices,
traditions, rites,
rituals, theology,
and spirituality.
Moreover, there is
also the need for
us to appreciate
that everything
necessary for
salvation by Jesus
Christ can be
found within our
own Church. We,
as the Ukrainian Catholic
Church participate in the
Universal Mission (as
stated in Lumen Gentium)
of proclaiming the Gospel
to every creature and to
bring the light of Christ to
all.

The task then
centered upon the
development of an

Instrumentum Laboris
(practical plan of action)
to retrain, reform, and
reinvigorate all the faithful
of our Church. We are
currently at the stage where
our bishops, priests, and
deacons are being
introduced to developing
a pastoral plan for our
Archeparchy of
Philadelphia and each of
its 69 parishes and
missions.  This is why in
March 2012, the first
workshop was held at our
Cathedral in Philadelphia,
and most recently from
April 23 = 26, workshops
were held in Hershey,

Pennsylvania. Future
workshops will take place
in the early fall of 2012
as the Instrumentum
Laboris is put into action
with the development of
pastoral plans and the
introduction of these
strategic efforts to our
faithful throughout our
Archeparchy.

The ancient
tradition of our Church
recounts the story of the
Apostle Andrew visiting
and announcing the
Good News to what
would one day become
Kyivan-Rus and the native
land of our ancestors,
remarking that one day
there will be a great
people and a great
Church. St. Andrew clearly
saw into the future and
understood. The future
Ukrainian nation although,
probably could not even
imagine, that one day its
people would live all over
the globe and the Christian

message first preached by
St. Andrew and then given
to all of us by St. Vladimir,
would be lived out and

practiced by the
descendents of that
ancient land, not only in
Ukraine, but all over the
world today. The Ukrainian
Catholic Church, as any
other Catholic Church, has
a vital role to play in
spreading the Good News
of Jesus to all people and
anyone who would like to
share in the rich treasure
of its liturgy, theology, and
spirituality. The year 2020
is not that far away. All
of us are called to be part
of this vision predicted by
the Apostle Andrew, given
to us by St. Vladimir,
strengthened by the blood
our Martyrs, and entrusted
to all of us to share with
all peoples as we build,
live, and dwell in the
Kingdom of God, now and
yet to come, proclaimed
by our living Savior, Jesus

Christ.
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APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR
THE FOLLOWING POSITION:

Director of Development
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia
http://www.ukrarcheparchy.us

The Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia is seeking an accomplished, hands-on professional
as its Director of Development, a new position reporting directly to the Metropolitan-Archbishop.
The Director of Development will design and implement a comprehensive fund-raising strategy. This
includes setting and achieving goals; cultivating and engaging donors within the Archeparchy, as
well as, nationwide. Fundraising will support our seminary, vocations and deacon programs, youth
ministry, religious education and evangelization programs, our Treasury of Faith Museum and our
Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral.

Qualifications:
A bachelor’s degree and prior professional experience are required
Candidates must demonstrate excellence in organizational, managerial, budgetary, and
communications abilities
Strong computer skills and hands-on experience with popular donor-relationship programs
are essential
Proven track record in achieving revenue targets
Related experience in a mission-driven organization
Ability to think strategically and apply strategic principles to analysis and problem-solving
Demonstrated ability to prospect, cultivate, motivate, and manage new donors
Experience in major gift fund-raising ($25,000 and above)
Experience in searching and applying for grants
Skilled in the use of web-based and interactive media to promote donor relationships
Proven management and leadership capabilities
Experience working collaboratively with senior-level executives, staff, and volunteers
Strong verbal skills and the ability to write clearly and persuasively

The Archeparchy of Philadelphia offers a competitive compensation package commensurate with a
candidate’s experience and qualifications. Our benefits package includes medical and dental
plans.

Please send a letter of interest, a resume and names of three references to the attention of
Rev. Monsignor Peter Waslo, Chancellor
827 North Franklin Street
Philadelphia, PA  19123-2097

We will respond to all applications. Pre-employment background screening is required for this
position.

May 13, 2012 D BWAY




APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR
THE FOLLOWING POSITION:

Archbishop’s Secretary
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia
http://www.ukrarcheparchy.us

The Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia is seeking an experienced and professional
person to serve as personal secretary to the archbishop. This is a full-time position. Duties
principally involve assisting the archbishop with all forms of correspondence, arranging appointments,
assisting in preparation of meetings, maintaining information and files, reviewing translations,
and general reception duties.

Applicant would preferably be an active and practicing Ukrainian Catholic; be proficient with
information technology; possess strong computer/typing skills; have experience working
collaboratively with staff and people; possess strong and effective communication skills; able to
strictly adhere to confidentiality and being discreet; possess proficiency in English and Ukrainian
languages.

The Archeparchy of Philadelphia offers a comprehensive compensation package commensurate
with a candidate’s experience and quadlifications. Our benefits package includes excellent
medical and dental benefits.
Please send a letter of interest, a resume and the names of three references to:

Rev. Monsignor Peter Waslo, Chancellor

827 North Franklin Street

Philadelphia, PA  19123-2097

Pre-employment background screening is required for this position.

-~

Just a reminder...

|
“The Way” is the online newsletter of the iWAYi‘mAﬂX

Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia.

1) Access the newsletter for free on the internet at www.ukrarcheparchy.us
2) Receive it electronically for free by e-mailing your e-mail address to

theway@ukrarcheparchy.us

3) “Like Us” on our Archeparchy of Philadelphia Facebook page to receive
\ “The Way” via Facebook.

~

J
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PAROCHIAL ASSIGNMENTS BY METROPOLITAN STEFAN
FOR THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY OF

Very Rev. Archpriest
John Fields

Rev. Stepan Bilyk

Rev. Ruslan Romanyuk

May 13, 2012

PHILADELPHIA

EFFECTIVE AUGUST 1, 2012

1. Very Rev. Andriy Rabiy is relieved of his responsibilities as Pastor
of Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Reading, PA and assigned as the Assistant to the Archbishop. Very
Rev. Rabiy continues to serve as Vice-Chancellor of the Archeparchy.

2. Very Rev. Archpriest John Fields is relieved of his responsibilities
as Pastor of St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church in Frackville, PA
and of St. John the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Maizeville,
PA and is assigned as Communications Director for the Ukrainian
Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia. Fr. Fields will take on major
responsibilities for enhancing communications of the Archeparchy’s
planned thrust in catechetical and evangelization efforts.

3. Rev. Stepan Bilyk is relieved of his responsibilities as Pastor of
Transfiguration of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church in Shamokin,
PA and as Administrator of Patronage of the Mother of God
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Marion Heights, PA and is assigned
as Pastor of Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Phoenixville, PA. Rev. Bilyk is also assigned as Catechetical Director
of the Archeparchy with primary responsibility for the implementation
of the Vision 2020 Evangelization Program in the Archeparchy.

4. Rev. Ruslan Romanyuk is relieved of his responsibilities as
Administrator of St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church in Cherry
Hill, NJ and Administrator of Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Williamstown, NJ and is assigned as Pastor of
Transfiguration of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic Church in Shamokin,
PA and Administrator of Patronage of the Mother of God Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Marion Heights, PA.

(continued on next page)
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PAROCHIAL ASSIGNMENTS BY METROPOLITAN STEFAN
FOR THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY OF

Rev. Roman Pitula

Rev. Taras Lonchyna

AN

Rev. Roman Petryshak

Rev. Volodymyr Popyk

May 13, 2012

PHILADELPHIA

(continued from previous page)

5. Rev. Roman Pitula is relieved of his responsibilities as Pastor of St.
Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church in Hillsborough,
NJ and Administrator of Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian
Catholic Church in New Brunswick, NJ as of July 31, 2012 and is
assigned as Pastor of St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Frackville, PA and as Administrator of St. John the Baptist Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Maizeville, PA as of August 13, 2012.

6. Rev. Taras Lonchyna is relieved of his responsibilities as Pastor of
Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church in Silver Spring, MD and is
assigned as Pastor of St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Trenton, NJ.

7. Rev. Roman Petryshak is relieved of his responsibilities as
Administrator of Transfiguration of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Nanticoke, PA and as Administrator of Ss. Peter and Paul
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Plymouth, PA and is assigned as
Pastor of Holy Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church in Silver Spring,
MD

8. Rev. Volodymyr Popyk is relieved of his responsibilities as Pastor
of St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church in Trenton, NJ and is
assigned as Pastor of Transfiguration of Our Lord Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Nanticoke, PA and as Administrator of Ss. Peter and Paul
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Plymouth, PA.

(continued on next page)
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PAROCHIAL ASSIGNMENTS BY METROPOLITAN STEFAN
FOR THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY OF

Rev. Mykola Ivanov

Rev. Orest Kunderevych

Rev. Paul Wolensky

i

Rev. Myron Myronyuk

May 13, 2012

PHILADELPHIA

(continued from previous page)

9. Rev. Mykola Ivanov is relieved of his responsibilities as Administrator
of Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church in Phoenixville, PA
and is assigned as Pastor of Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Reading, PA. He retains his
responsibilities as Administrator of St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Pottstown, PA.

10. Rev. Orest Kunderevych is relieved of his responsibilities as
Administrator of Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Wilkes Barre, PA and as Administrator of St. Vladimir Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Edwardsville, PA and is assigned as Pastor of St.
Michael the Archangel Ukrainian Catholic Church in Hillsborough,
NJ and as Administrator of Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Ukrainian Catholic Church in New Brunswick, NJ.

11. Rev. Paul Wolensky is relieved of his responsibilities as Pastor of
St. Vladimir Ukrainian Catholic Church in Scranton, PA and as
Administrator of Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Simpson, PA and is assigned as Pastor of Ss. Peter and Paul
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Wilkes Barre, PA and as Administrator
of St. Vladimir Ukrainian Catholic Church in Edwardsville, PA.

12.  Rev. Myron Myronyuk is relieved of his responsibilities as
Assistant Pastor to the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception and St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Philadelphia and as Administrator of the North-East Mission Parish
in Philadelphia, and is assigned as Pastor of St. Vladimir Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Scranton, PA and as Administrator of Ss. Peter
and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church in Simpson, PA.

(continued on next page)
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PAROCHIAL ASSIGNMENTS BY METROPOLITAN STEFAN
FOR THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC ARCHEPARCHY OF

Rev. Paul Makar

Very Rev. Ivan Demkiv

Rev. Yaroslav Kurpel

PHILADELPHIA

(continued from previous page)

13. Rev. Paul Makar, currently the Vocation Director of the Ukrainian
Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia, is assigned as Pastor of St.
Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church in Cherry Hill, NJ and as
Administrator of Ss. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Williamstown, NJ.

14. Very Rev. Ivan Demkiv is relieved of his additional responsibilities
as Administrator of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Philadelphia, PA.

15. Rev. Yaroslav Kurpel, Pastor of Christ the King Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Philadelphia, PA is assigned the additional
responsibilities as Administrator of St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Philadelphia, PA.

-

.

Somms of 1 Meert

The Office for Religious Education, at the request of the Archdiocese due to recent
transfers, has canceled the Festival of Children’s Songs scheduled for June 3, 2012
at the Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. We apologize
for any inconvenience. If you have questions, please feel free to contact the office
for Religious Education at ukrcatecheticaloffice@catholic.org .

~

/
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

New Leadership at Saint Basil Academy

Sister Dorothy Ann Busowski, Provincial Superior, along with
the Board of Trustees of Saint Basil Academy is proud to announce the
Sister Lydia Anna Sawka has been named Principal of Saint Basil
Academy beginning the Academic year September, 2012.

Sister Lydia Anna Sawka, presently Secretary to His
Grace, Archbishop Stefan Soroka has served in many capacities
in both the Church community and her religious community.
Before entering the Sisters of the Order of Saint Basil the Great
in September, 1984 Sister established and taught a Ukrainian
Saturday Nursery School taught in a public school system, and
at Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic Elementary School
in Hamtramck, MI. Upon entering community sister continued
her teaching career in Parma, OH, Chicago, IL and Hamtramck,
MI. Sister also served as Vocation Directress for the community,
as Youth Ministry Director for the Chicago Eparchy, and as
Secretary to the General Superior in Rome, ltaly. Sister has
spent time in Ukraine catechizing in villages and working with
the Basilian Sisters. She had the opportunity to work as an
assistant secretary for the Ukrainian Catholic Bishops” Synod in

2007 and as an organizer, delegate and presenter at the : "
Ukrainian Catholic Sobor in Brazil in 2011. Sister Lydia Anna Sawka

Sister was born in Hamtramck, M| and attended
Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic Church and schools.
Sister received a B.S. in Elementary Education and a Master’s
Degree in English from Wayne State University, Detroit, MI.

Sister was very active in Church and Plast before entering
and has remained committed to Church affairs.

Sister Carla Hernandez, currently Principal of Saint Basil
Academy, has served as Principal for twenty-six years. Having
given years of dedicated service in administration, Sister will
return to her first love — teaching.

Sister Carla Hernandez

- /

May 13, 2012 (5 ) BWAY



Hillside, NJ Parish Celebrates Easter
with Hahilky & Easter Egg Hunt

Hillside, NJ —  On Sunday, April 15, 2012, after the 10:45am Divine Liturgy, the parishioners of
Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic Church gathered in the church hall to watch the children
perform hahilky (ritual Spring songs & dances) — under the direction of Odarka Polanskyj Stockert.

Fr. Vasyl Vladyka, parochial vicar, also performed several unique hahilky that he learned when he was a
child in Ukraine. The parishioners were in awe of Fr. Vasyl’s special performance. Fr. Vasyl truly brought
the “Easter spirit” to this parish event.

Afterwards, Teresa Szpyhulsky and Marta Olesnyckyj organized an Easter Egg Hunt for the children on the
parish grounds. A parish Easter meal was served for parishioners and visitors who travelled from
throughout Union, Morris, Essex, Middlesex and Monmouth counties.

Please visit the parish website at www.byzcath.org/ImmaculateConception to view additional photographs
of the event.

Fr. Vasyl Vladyka, Anna Pelesz and Odarka Polanskyj Stockert pose with the children as
they eagerly await the start of the Easter Egg Hunt at the Hillside parish.

(continued on next page)
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Hillside, NJ Parish Celebrates Easter
with Hahilky & Easter Egg Hunt

(continued from previous page)

The  children
perform Hahilka
Viu Vinecz |i.e.
" Moaking a wreath).
= 5 At the end, this
particular hahilka
involves a unique
~ spiral formation.

The Hahilka Zhoochok (i.e. the Beetle Dance) is a
song and dance that describes a beetle that
comes alive in the Spring and celebrates his festive
attire by walking on a fir tree branch. During the
dance, the children form two rows and create a
bridge. The smallest of the children walk over
the branch and then return via the tunnel that the
other dancers have created.

-
Odarka Polanskyj Stockert lead the

children in Hahilky.
S LY

The Hahilka Zajchik is a song and dance about
a zajchik (rabbit) running in a meadow gathering
beautiful flowers. The children catch the rabbit
before it runs away.

The children enjoy the Easter Egg Hunt!
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MOTHER’S DAY GREETING

On the occasion of Mother’s Day, the Staff of “The Way”
wishes all our readers who are mothers good health, long
life, and the Lord’s choicest blessings. May the Holy Spirit
guide you throughout your lifetime. May the Holy Mother
of God guard and protect you from all evil.

MANY HAPPY & BLESSED YEARS!

Moleben at
Ascension Manor

Moleben in honor of the Blessed Virgin Mary is being
offered on all Wednesdays in the month of May at
Ascension Manor.

Ascension Manor is a Senior Citizen Apartment Complex
for people 62 and older. It is under the direction of the
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia.

Ascension Manor
911 N. Franklin St.

Philadelphia, PA 19123
215-922-1116 Photo: Rev. lvan Demkiv during the Moleben

at Ascension Manor on May 2, 2012.
(Photos by Bill Malinowski.)

Equal Housing Opportunity
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THE PROVIDENCE ASSOCIATION

A Ukrainian Fraternal Life Insurance and Benefit Society
Toll free: 1-877-857-2284
WWW.provassn.com

ATTENTION!

Providence Association
IRAs, Roth IRAs

&

Annuity
Saving Certificates

Paying

Guaranteed minimum rate of 3.00% for life of contract

Principal and interest growth guaranteed
Diversify investments: Avoid or buffer stock market volatility

401 (k) & other qualified plan rollovers arranged
Transfers from existing IRAs, Roth IRAs & Annuities arranged

How do your bank or credit union interest rates compare?

Based on Initial Deposit of $30,000.00

Rate: 1.0% 2.0% 3.0% 3.75%

Year 5 $31,530.30 $32,472.96 $34,778.22 $36,062.99
Year 10 $33,138.66 $36,569.83 $40,317.49 $43,351.32
Year 15 $34,829.07 $40,376.05 $46,739.02 $52,112.61

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO OPEN AN ACCOUNT:
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Ss. Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church,
Olyphant, Pa will be celebrating the “Feast of Pentecost”
(7th Sunday after EASTER) on Sunday, May 27, 2012.
As tradition of the Church, the Divine Liturgy  for
“Pentecost Sunday” will be held at Ss. Cyril and
Methodius Cemetery Chapel on Gino Merli Drive* ,
Peckville, Pa. at 11:30 a.m. to 12:45p.m. and sung
in Church Slavonic-Ukrainian by the Choir under the
direction of Choir Master, Mr. Patrick Marcinko |I.
After the Divine Liturgy, “Panakhyda” will be sung
and then followed by the Blessings of the Graves. All
are invited to attend. Parishioners and out of town
families, gather at the grave sites of the dearly departed
family members during the Divine Liturgy. (Bring a
chair.) Rev. Nestor Iwasiw, Pastor, (570-489-2271)
web sites: www.stcyrils.maslar-online.com.

(*300 Block of Gino Merli Drive/Main Street, Peckville,
Pa)

4 News from Olyphant, PA

Marie Martin and MaryAnn Turko.(Treasurer)

.

Ss.Cyril’'s and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic
Church Choir released in a new format of the
Divine Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom, celebrated
by Monsignor Stephen Hyrnuck as sung by the
St. Cyril’s Choir. This historical (Divine Liturgy)
DVD is available for $20.00 each. They also
have available a Christmas Music CD  for
$15.00 each. They have just released their
Easter CD format, (Lenten Hymns and Easter
Hymns sung in Church Slavonic) as a FUND
RAISER. The price for the (Easter) CD is $15.00
each. Patrick J. Marcinko I, Choir Director and
over 25 choir members can be heard on the
DVD & the CD’s.Please contact Glenda
Marcinko at 570-876-2888 and any choir
member to obtain these items. Rev. Nestor
Iwasiw, Pastor 570-489-2271, Website:
www.stcyrils.maslar-online.com

Photo April 2012....Choir members of SS. Cyril and Methodius Ukrainian Catholic Church held a meeting
to discuss their annual Fund Raiser for 2012 which includes the DVD and CD’s of the Divine Liturgy, Easter
and Christmas singing. From Left to right: Dorothy Zinsky (Secretary), Tom Matkosky, Rosemary Marytnuk,

/
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In remembrance of Bishop John Stock
on the 40™ anniversary of his death

Savior of thousands of Ukrainian Displaced Persons
throughout Western Europe after World War 1l

On Apr. 22, the last seminar of the Spring Semester of the
“Saint Sophia” Religious Association of Ukrainian Catholics
in the USA and the Shevchenko Scientific Society (Philadelphia
Branch) was dedicated in memoriam to the 40th anniversary
of the unexpected passing into the Kingdom of the Lord of
Bishop John Stock. Since Bishop Stock was the pastor of
Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic
Church in Melrose Park, Pennsylvania (1971-72), the seminar 4
took place in the church hall immediately following the Commemorative on April 22, 2012 in
Divine Liturgy celebrated by His Grace Most Rev. Stefan Melrose Park, PA: (| to r] Bishop Emeritus
Soroka, Metropolitan-Archbishop of Philadelphia for Basil Losten, Metropolitan-Archbishop
Ukrainian Catholics in the United States. The co-celebrants Stefan Soroka, Rev. Ihor Royik, Prof. Albert
were: Most Rev. Basil H. Losten, Bishop Emeritus of the
Eparchy of Stamford, Connecticut, Msgr. Peter Waslo,
Chancellor and Judicial Vicar of the Philadelphia Archeparchy,
and Rev. lhor Royik, pastor of Annunciation parish.

Kipa and Alexander Lushnycky, Ph.D.
(Photo: http://www.ukrainianbvm.com)

In his sermon, Metropolitan Stefan spoke, in both languages, about the holy, priestly life and accomplishments
of Bishop John Stock.

Following the Divine Liturgy, the parishioners and a significant number of guests descended into the church
hall, where the stage was decorated with flowers and a portrait of Bishop John Stock. The pastor, Rev. lhor
Royik, welcomed everyone and introduced the Master of Ceremonies, Prof. Albert Kipa, a renowned
Germanist, known throughout the Ukrainian Diaspora. The program commenced with a prayer by His
Grace, followed by an extended biographical sketch of Bishop Stock by the President of the Philadelphia
Branch of the Shevchenko Scientific Society, Dr. Yaroslaw Zalipsky. The keynote speaker was Bishop Basil
H. Losten, who elaborated on the letter written by then-U.S.Army Chaplain Rev. John Stock to Metropolitan
Ambrose Senyshyn concerning the plight of Ukrainian refugees in postwar Europe.

A short in memoriam followed, written by Msgr. Ronald Popivchak, Ph.D. (who was unable to attend), and
read by Prof. Albert Kipa. Msgr. Popivchak is the pastor of SS. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Catholic Church
in Bridgeport, PA. The next speaker, Nicholas Rudnytzky, Associate Registrar at Manor College in
Jenkintown, PA, read an interview between Msgr. Leon Mosko and Alexander Lushnycky, Ph.D., an
American ethnic historian. Msgr. Mosko is the “golden-tongued” homilist who wanted to participate in this
in memoriam event but could not for health reasons. The last speaker was Dr. Alexander Lushnycky, who
shared his many years of pleasant memories of Bishop Stock.

A parishioners-sponsored light buffet followed the commemorative conference honoring Bishop John Stock.
Alexander Lushnycky, Ph.D.

(Article reprinted from “America” newspaper, May 5, 2012)
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Mutpononut-Apxuenuckon Credpan Copoka Buronowye
nponoBiab B YkpaiHcbkiv Karonuubkiv LlepkBi bnaroeiweHHsa
Mpeuncroi Aisu Mapii, Menpoys3 MNMapk, MNA niguac Jliryprii B
nam’ars enuckona Ieana Craxa 22-ro keiTtHg, 2012 p.

Xpuctoc Bockpec!

OctaHHboi Hegini
Mu 4ynn sk lcyc ckasas o
anocTona Tomu:
«bnarocnoseHHi, xT0 He
6auue i yBipyBABY.
CborogHi MM NpUragyemo
XIHOK-MUPOHOCHKUb, AKi
Baunnu sk lcyca knanu o
rooby, ane He Baunnm gk
BiH Bockpec. Bonwu
npurWwmM o rpodby, uob
nomasaTtu Tino lcyca.
BoHu nosipunu B Horo
BOCKPECIHHSA, KONW aHren
ckasas im, wo lcyc
Bockpec. Bownu Bipunu
BOCTATHLO, WO6 MiTU 1
CKO3AaTKM ANOCTONAM |
[MeTposi, wo lcyca Hemae
B rpobi, wo Bin Bockpec i
3YCTPIHETHCA 3 HUMM
nisHiwe.

Lli KIHKM-
MMPOHOCHLI NOKA3YIOTb
BOM i MeHi Ty Bipy, 4KOi
XAOAETbCA Bif KOXHOro 3
Hac. Lle Bipa, ska
nonsarae B MoHOOBI Ta HAA;!.
LLi >xiHkn mobunm lcyca i
Bipunu, Wwo BiH € Meciero,
AKMA 3OIMCHMTL IXHI HOLIT.
LLi xiHkn npakTukysanu
YECHOTU XPUCTUAHCHKOTO
XUTTa — BipY, HOAilO TA
nobos. Bonu Takox Gynm
LOCTATHBO BiABAXHI, LLOO
niTu no rpoby, AkuK
OXOpoHanM Bosku, 60
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6oanucs Toro, wo lcyc
ob6iuse — WO BiH
BOCKPECHE HQ TPETIM AeHb.
LLi xiHku BusiBUNM BigBary
TO[i, KONM iHLI CXOBASIUCS
Bif cTpaxy Ta
po3rybneHocTi Yepes Te,
wo crtanoca. XiHku
TAKOX BMUABMIIM CMINIMBICTb,
Konu pasom 3 Mocudpom
ApPHMMATENCHKMM 3HAMM
Tino 3 Xpecta i noknanu
oro go rpoby. Lle 6yno
BENMUKOIO BigBAroto i gng
Mocndba AprmaTeiicbkoro
- nitn go [lunata Ta
NPOCKTM BILAATHU MOMY TiNO
lcyca.

o6 6yTH
CbOTOAHI XPUCTUAHUHOM
Tpeba TAKOX MATH BigBary.
Hopora nobporo
XPUCTUAHMHA  He €
nonynapHa. Tpeba ByTu
CMInUBKUM, WOO MTHM 30
lcycom y CbOrofHilLHbOMY
LofeHHOMyY XuTTi. Tpeba
OyTH BIABOAXHUM, W00
BTPMMATH XPUCTUAHCBKY
poaunHy. Tpeba 6yTu
BiABODKHUM, LLOD XMTK 3Q
XPUCTUAHCBbLKUMM
crangaptamu. xepenom
Li€l BIABAM € HAWA Bipa
Ta Hagis Ha Bockpecnoro
lcyca Xpucra. Bu uynu npo
ue y  ACKPABOMY
306paxenHi xutTa Netpa
i Moana 8 [HiaHuax
Anocronis. Cnpasgi, ue

Bishop John

WOCh HOA3BMYAMHE,
npoBecTw yac B
npucyTHocTi lcyca, sakuit
YNOBHOBOXYE NIOAEN.

CborogHi MU
0COobNMBO MPUramyeEMo
BiJBOXHE CNYXiHHSA
nokinHoro enuckona leaHa
Craxa, skuii nomep copok
pokis Tomy. Peniriitte
TOBAPMCTBO YKPATHLIB
katonukie «Cesta Codis»
OPraHi3yBONO CbOTOAHILLHE
NOMMUHOHHS UbOro
HOA3BUYAMHOTO CIy>XMUTENS

Stock (1918-1972)

Llepkeu B CLIA.
MoMwuHuansHOA
kKoHdepeHuUis, Ha Ky
30MNPOLWYEMO BCiX
Baxatoumx, BigOyaeTbCs B
napadisnsHoMy 3ani nicns
boxecTeBeHHOi niTyprii.
KondepeHuis 6yne
NPOXOANTU HO CHTINCHKIM
moBi. 9 nporonouwy
YACTUMHY nponosifi B
CNOAIBAHHI HA NPUCYTHICTbL
YNEeHiB POAMHM MOKIMHOTO
€nuckona Isana Craxa.

(Mpopos)xxeHnHa Ha cr1. 17)
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Mutpononur-Apxuenuckon Crepan Copoka Buronoiuye
nponoBigb niguac Jlitryprii B nam’arb enuckona Isana Craxa.

(MponosxeHHs 3 nonepeaHboi CTopiHkM)

Mwu BasuHi BMKOHOBYOMY
komitety «Casatoi Codii»
30 IXHIO YBOXHICTb [AO
cBinyeHb Nam’siTi OKIMHOrO
€nuckona Isana Craxa.
Takox mMu AsKyEMO OTLEBI
Iropesi Poiky i
napadisHam 3a ixHE
wenpe NPUUHATTA LKX
NOMMHQOHb.

Meni He
NouacTUNO ByTH
3HOWMOMMM 3 MOKIKHUM
EMNUCKOMOM lsaHOM
Craxom. Arne s uys 6arato
FOPHMX CBigYeHb MPO MOTO
CIYXIHHS K CBALLEHMKA TA
ennckona. Bin 6ys
PYKOMONOXEHUM HQO
ceaueHnka B 1943-my
POLI NOKIMHUM ENUCKOMOM
KoHcTaHTHMHOM
borauescbkmm. Konwu
sasepwunacs [Hpyra
cBiTOBA BiMHO, €Bpona
nexana B pyiHi. barato
yKpaiHLUiB cTanu
nepemieHmMmn ocobamm,
OCKIiNIbKM KOMYHICTH
saxonunu Ykpainy. Togi,
B cepnHi 1946-ro poky,
oteub Isan Crax 6ys
MOCNAOHWUA EMMCKOMOM
Borauescbkum B EBpony,
Wwob NoOMAraTM TUCAYAM
nepemiueHux  ocib.
OTeub Isan Crax 3
BIABATOIO TA BUHATKOBICTIO
NOMQAraB YKPATHUAM OX A0
4ACY CBOTO MOBEPHEHHS B
1952-my poui. [licns
NOBEPHEHHS BiH CIYXUB
cekpeTapewm
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Apxuenmckona Ambposis
Cennuwunua, noTiM
KaHwHunepom
Cremoopacbkoi enapxii,
QX 1O PYKOMOSOXEHHS HA
EMMCKONA-MOMIYHUKO
Mutpononuta CennwmHa
y QDinagensdii 8 1971-
My poui. Y uyepsHi 1972-
ro poky enmckon Isan Crax
30arMHYB y HATANBHIN
QaBTOMODBINbHIN asapii.

CnyxiHHsa Haworo
AopOororo enmckona lsaHa
Craxa Bigkpuno #oro
noboe po bora Ta no
Moro LUepkau. Bin
npunumaes  yCi  CBOI
NACTUPCHKI MPU3HAYEHHS Y
cnocib, akui Binobpaxae
XUTTH PAQICHOTO
XEPTBYBAHHS Yepes3 Moro
nobos no Bockpecnoro
Xpucra. Moro cnysxiHHs
BKMIOYANO MNACTUMPCHKI
npu3HayeHHs B BaraTo
HOLW KX napadiu,
KanenaHom  CcecTep
cnyxebHuus Henopouroi
Hisn Mapii, nomiuHmkom B
Kanuenspii. [locTiiHe
NiOBULLEHHA B YMHOX TA
NMOYECHi BiA3HAKM, AKMX BiH
OyB YLOCTOEHUH, CBIAYATD
npo noro BMCOKeE
BM3HAHHS. Moro CIYXIiHHS
Oyno BMCOKO oOUiHEHEe

6aratema. barato oci6
CKOpUCTaAnM 3  MHOTO
cnyxinHg.  €nuckon lBaH

Crax siguysas rnuboke
CMiBYYTTH OO NEPEMILLEHMX
ykpainuis 8 €eponi. Moro

npaus 3 National Catholic
Welfare Conference 6yna
BOXKIIMBA M UiHHA. Y Hilf
oteup Isan Crax Bukasyeas
BiOBAry Yy 3AXMCTi iIHTEpECiB
yKpaiHuis i 6aratbom
nonomir nepebparmcs o
Amepuku. Moro romnoc Ta
OKTMBHA NO3MLF MOMOIMK
6araTbOM nepemileHUm
YKPQiHUAM 3HOUTU LOMIBKY
B 3axigHin €sponi, uu B
MisHiunin AMepuu, LOH He
6yTM MOBEPHEHUM A0
OKYMOBAHOI KOMYHICTOMM
Ykpainu. 3aeaaHHs 6yno
HE 3 Nerkux, 4OBOAMIOCS
nonat 6arato nepenoH.
OTteub Isan  Crax

NPUCBATUB LWICTb POKIB

CBOTFO XMUTTSH CHYXIiHHIO
YKPAiHUaM TAKMM
61aropoaHUM CNOCOBOM.
Oreub Isan Crax Hwos
cninamn Tocnoga leyc vy
nowyKky 3arybneHux i
POLOCTI BIOHOMAEHHS iX.
BiH 3anuwme gockoHano
besneyHe Ta 3pyuHe
OTOYEHHS Ans NOLWyKY
3arybnenux. 9 Bipto, Wo
AyLWa HAWOro [OPOroro
€nuckona lsana Craxa
NOCTiNHO nepebysae npu
CTONI CBATKYBAHHS 3 TUMM,
XTO MPUCBATUBCSH CITYXKIHHIO
3arybneHum.

(MpogosxxeHHs Ha cT. 18)



Homily offered by Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka
during the Liturgy in remembrance of Bishop John Stock on
April 22, 2012 at Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Ukrainian Catholic Church in Melrose Park, PA.

We are grateful to the St.
Sophia Religious
Association in their taking
the initiative in today’s
commemoration of the late
Bishop John Stock who
died forty years ago. This
Liturgy and the
commemorative program
arose from their desire to
give living testimony to the
contributions of the late
bishop John Stock. We
are grateful to Bishop Basil
Losten for his prayerful
participation today in this
Liturgy and in the program
to follow. We thank Msgr.

Peter Waslo, our
Chancellor, for his
participation, and

especially to the pastor, Fr.
lhor Royik for his warm
hospitality and
organization of today’s
commemoration at this
Ukrainian Catholic Church
of the Annunciation of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, a
parish where the late
Bishop John Stock once
served as a dedicated
pastor. We thank all of
the parishioners and all of
the guests who give honor
and testimony to the
ministry of the late Bishop
John Stock and who pray
for his soul. And a very
special welcome to family
members of the late Bishop
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(continued from previous page)

John Stock who have
joined us today.

In Ukrainian | spoke of the
tremendous courage
shown by the myrrh-
bearing women we heard
of today’s Gospel, and of
the similar courage shown
by the then Father John
Stock in ministering to the
displaced persons in
Western Europe following
the Second World War.
His courage and
persistence resulted in
many persons successfully
emigrating to the USA and
to other western countries.
His efforts ensured that
they were not forced to
return to face persecution
in the communist occupied
Ukraine. His dedicated six
years of service in the
interests of displaced
persons necessitated his
making aggressive
arguments and efforts for
the persons he was
helping. Father John Stock
showed gentle but
consistent and effective
courage in serving God
and His people.

| personally was never
privileged to have met the
late Bishop John Stock. |
have heard much about
his dedication in his

His Excellency
The Mast Reverend John Stock, D.D.
Ausiliary to the Metropalitan Archbishop
aof Philadelphia for Ukrainian Catholics

Born, July 5, 1918
Ordained Priest, December 4, 1343
Consecrated Bishop, May 25, 1971

Died, June 29, 1972

ministry.  Everyone who
speaks of him repeatedly
emphasizes how
exceptionally nice Bishop
John Stock was as a
person — gentle, caring, a
good listener, eager to
help, and a joy to speak
with and to share his
company. | wondered just
what gave him such a
Christ-like manner and
such strength and
perseverance even in times
of hardships.

You will recall the disciples
on the road to Emmaus
pleaded with the stranger
who they came to
recognize as the Risen
Christ to “STAY WITH US”!
They found that Jesus
would remain with them
when “he was known to
them in the breaking of
the bread” (Lk 24:35). In
the Sacrament of the Holy
Eucharist, Jesus comes to

(continued on next page)
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Homily offered by Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka
during the Liturgy in remembrance of Bishop John Stock

stay with us, with you and
with me. When we receive
the Eucharist, we enter a
profound communion with
Jesus. We are then
inspired to be “one heart
and one soul”, the family
of God. You and are
inspired and called to be
of one mind and one heart
in our love for God, in our
love for one another, and
in our love, care, and
concern for others. You
and | become Jesus’
ministers of unity, love and
peace in the world.

Our beloved Bishop John
Stock walked closely with
the Risen Jesus Christ
bringing Christ’s unity, love
and peace in the world
where he served. He
came to continually
recognize the Risen Lord
in the Holy Eucharist. He
received the interior
strength needed to fulfill
his call to be an active
missionary in the world.
Bishop John Stock’s kind
and gentle personality, his
care and concern for the
welfare of God'’s people,
his dedicated and selfless
service in the Church all
reflected his emulating the
Risen Christ in his life.

On the night when Jesus
instituted the Holy
Eucharist, Jesus was
rejected by his apostles —
first by his betrayer Judas,

May 13, 2012

(continued from previous page)

and then with the denial
three times by the apostle
Peter, and then
abandoned by his closest
friends. Yet, despite the
deep hurt of rejection,
Jesus moves forth to give
the ultimate sacrifice of his
life for our sins. Jesus’
closeness with his heavenly
Father enabled his fulfilling
his mission on earth
according to God'’s plan
for salvation. Our beloved
Bishop John Stock also
faced the rejection of some
of his own people at the
time of his ordination to
the episcopate — by a
small group of people
who were lost in their
fervent striving for their
cause. Some of these
people may have been
from among the very
persons whom the then
Father John Stock assisted
in coming to this land. Yet,
Bishop John continued
without holding malice or
grievience against others
in his ministry. This reflects
how beautifully and how
completely and how
closely Bishop John Stock
walked so closely with the
Risen Christ. Bishop John
Stock continued to joyfully
serve the Risen Christ in
his footsteps fulfilling the
duties given to him
following his ordination to
the episcopacy in 1971.
What was uppermost was
his close journey with His

Lord, the Risen Christ.
Nothing could detract
from his being centered
upon Jesus Christ.

| also believe that the late
Bishop John Stock lived a
life filled with Eucharistic
gratitude. His life reflected
a heart filled with gratitude
for the many gifts, skills and
talents bestowed upon him
by almighty God. And he
used them without any
reservation for the benefit
of the people he was
called to serve. Can you
imagine the inner fears
and doubts he may have
felt when asked by
Archbishop Senyshyn to
travel to Europe and to
reach out to the displaced
Ukrainianse Yet, he
obediently complied and
performed miraculous
works with the aid of God.

Jesus taught that “if
anyone would be first, he
must be last of all and
servant of all” (Mk 9:35)
The Gospel of St. John
does not contain the
account of the institution
of the Eucharist. Instead
it relates the washing of
feet (Jn 13:1-20). By
bending down to wash the
feet of his disciples, Jesus
explains so vividly the
meaning of the Eucharist.
Being Eucharist people,
sharing in the Body and
Blood of our Lord and

Savior, Jesus Christ, means
sharing in charity with the
misfortunate, with those
facing all sorts of needs.

The life of our beloved late
Bishop John Stock richly
reflects a “Eucharistic”
attitude of gratitude and
of humbling oneself in the
service of others. This is
the man who Bishop John
Stock was as a priest and
then Bishop until his
untimely death on June
29", 1972. Many people
admired him. Many loved
him. Many were inspired
by his gentle and warm
personality. Many were
gifted with a life-giving
example of a life well-lived.
Many were taught and
guided by his Christ-like
manner of fulfilling of his
priestly and Episcopal
ministry. Many to this day
have great gratitude to
him.

Perhaps the best way each
of us can express gratitude
and to give testimony to
the contributions of such
a significant person is to
emulate what we admire
in his character and
personality in our own life.
Reflect how you yourself
bear witness to God in
your daily life. Are we
grateful people? Do you

(continued on next page)
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Homily offered by Metropolitan-Archbishop Stefan Soroka
during the Liturgy in remembrance of Bishop John Stock

and | live out our daily life
with a genuine spirit of
gratitude to God? Does
the journey of your life, my
life reflect a close walk with
the Risen Jesus Christ¢ Do
we celebrate genuine
humility in our relations with
others¢ Does our life
reflect the service of others
in their needs, especially
at a time of special needs?
You and | can be elevated
in our journey of life with
the example given to us
by the late Bishop John
Stock.

Let us continue to pray with
hearts filled with gratitude
for the inspiring life and
giftedness of the late

Photo: Part of a display on Bishop John Stock at the

(continued from previous page)

Bishop John Stock amidst
us. Let us pray for his soul
that he may be forgiven
of any sins committed in
weakness or frailty. And
let us pray that our
beloved Bishop John Stock
has heard that beautiful
commendation by Jesus
given to the repentant man
on the cross, “Today, you
will be in paradise with
me”. And let each of us,
in our profound gratitude,
renew ourselves in our life
emulating the
characteristics we have
come to admire in the life
well lived by Bishop John
Stock.
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"Treasury of Faith Museum."

Photo: Bishop John Stock's Miter (bishop's
crown) on display at the "Treasury of
Faith Museum” in Philadelphia, PA.

Photo: Bishop John Stock's
Chalice on display at the
"Treasury of Faith Museum.”

For more information on the Treasury of Faith Museum please call 215-627-3389
or e-mail tofmuseum@catholic.org .
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A Weekend With the Sisters of Saint Basil the Great

| recently attended,
shall I call it, an exploratory
weekend with the Sisters of
the St. Basil in Jenkintown,
PA. Having been interested
in but not yet called to a
community of prayer | was
excited to see how real-live
Sisters lived. | still carried in
my head the images of fully
habited, soft-spoken
women kneeling in prayer
18 hours a day. | think
perhaps that people who
don’t have contact with
organized religions on a
regular basis adopt the
misconception that religious
communities are
characterized by an old-
fashioned lifestyle. So | was
mildly surprised when my
contact Sr. Ann emailed me
her cell phone number in
case | got lost driving to
the campus. Even knowing
that adaptation is a reason
why so many Convents and
Monasteries still exist, | was
surprised at the level of
balance the Sisters achieved
between prayer and being
social, active participants in
the community.

| arrived on Friday
in fime to participate in
Vespers (evening prayer)
and the Liturgy of the Pre-
Sanctitied Gifts in the
Chapel filled floor to ceiling
with beautiful icons. The
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prayers were chanted in
Ukrainian and filled the
room with weaving
melodies of 35 Sisters
lifting their voices in unison
to the Lord of All. As |
fumbled through two (or
was it three) prayer books
in order to follow along,
all I could think of was how
beautiful it sounded. At
dinner that night | met two
of the three other curious,
lovely, and smart
participants. After the third
joined us we watched a
brief, captivating video
made by the Sisters
detailing the rise of the
Order of St. Basil in the
US.

We came to learn
that the patron of the
order, St. Basil instilled two
main precepts in his
followers: prayer and
community. The Sisters
admirably fill both
requirements as they pray
for and support the
community outside the
Monastery in a variety of
roles, including teachers,
administrators, and as
pastoral caretakers. |
hadn’t ever thought about
what the Religious could
bring to a secular
community, | had always
seen being a Sister as more
of an internal, ongoing
dialogue with God. In
learning about how these
women are living out
Christ’s personal call to
minister to their neighbors
| really saw for the first

time what the phrases
“pray without ceasing” and
“live life so that other may

see Christ in you” looked
like.

My new friends
and | joined the Sisters in
Vespers, Matins and
Liturgy (in English so that
we could fully participate)
each day as well as
prayers before meals. We
had a tour of the buildings
and around the grounds
and we were able to sit
with our guides Sr. Ann
and Sr. Joann throughout
the weekend who
encouraged us to ask our
questions as they and
others shared their stories
of living and working in
the religious community.

A highlight for me
was being able to have a
fascinating sit-down with
two Sisters who had come
from Ukraine as part of,
well, sort of an exchange
program you could say.
In the days after
Communism released its
grasp on the Ukraine, the
religious orders who had
been worshiping
underground were able to
come into the light. To help
them organize and
promote uniformity among
their practices, Sisters in the
US started to travel
overseas to help their
Sisters in Christ. We were
riveted listening first-hand
to Sr. Elisaveta tell her story
of being called and

choosing to join the Sisters
underground in a time when
deviation from the State-
sponsored religion meant
isolation in a Siberian prison
camp and usually death.
She didn’t think herself brave
as | do; she was just
following the One who
called to her soul.

By the end of the
weekend | was both
exhausted and exhilarated.
| had seen Christ in my new
friends and my heart was
lightened when Sr. Lydia
shared that she didn't enter
the Order until the age of
31, making my own 32
years seem like much less
of a hurdle. | think Sr. Dia
may have said it best
though, when she shared
that her calling was still a
mystery to her and to listen
for that knocking on your
heart that may signal a life
much different then you
imagine for yourself. | think
| may have felt some
knocking on my heart this
weekend and in the days
since I've been “back to real
life” | find myself in quiet
moments remembering a
joke, a hug, or the open-
ended offer to come back
and visit, something |
already plan on doing.

Samantha McCarra
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The heartfelt congratulations of the hierarchy, clergy, religious and faithful of
the Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia are offered to the Ukrainian
Federation of America on the occasion of their 20" anniversary. This special 20"
anniversary was celebrated with a gala reception held at the Ukrainian Educational
and Cultural Center in Jenkintown, PA on Sunday, April 29". The Alexander B.
Chernyk Medal was bestowed upon a former Ambassador of Ukraine to the United
States of America, His Excellency, Oleh Shamshur. Due to illness, the award was
received by the ambassador’s daughter, Tetiana, who delivered a moving speech
accepting the award.

Please see their internet site (www.ukrainianfederationofamerica.org) for great
information on their many programs. They are described on their website: “The UFA
brings hope to Ukrainians and others around the world through helpful care and
crisis response. We do this by responding to areas of challenge for Ukraine and
people of Ukrainian background, including Social Services, Humanitarian Aid, Health
Care, Education, and Advocacy & Information.”
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Tetiana, accepted
the Medal on behalf
of her father,
Ambassador
Shamshur.




Missionary Priesthood

One of the joys of priesthood lies in the surprises that it brings. |
am reminded one time of being with a potential seminary
candidate at a coffee shop, discussing various things about the
Ukrainian Catholic Church. As we were sipping our coffee, deep
in conversation, a couple came up to us, and asked us if we were
priests. | replied that | was and that the fellow with me was
discerning a call to the priesthood. We invited the couple to sit
with us and we talked about our Church, our faith, and what we
believe with them for a good half hour. We ultimately parted
ways, but not without them asking us where the nearest Ukrainian
Catholic Church was so they could come and see what our
Church was like. We gave them some information on our
Churches in the local area and, after giving them a blessing, we
parted ways.

| pray that this couple in question did indeed visit one of our
churches and | hope that they were blessed to partake of our
unique way of worship and prayer. You see, being a priest
means being a missionary — to spread the word of God’s saving
word to others in the world. Most importantly, we must be ready
to INVITE people to come and explore our Ukrainian Catholic
faith and heritage and take part in the spiritual treasure and
beauty of our Church. In a way, we are all called to be
missionaries and to evangelize those who may not know who we
are or what we do. There is a great spiritual hunger, not only
among our faithful, but among all the people of the world. A priest
takes Jesus’s dictum to Peter (“Feed my sheep . . ."”, Jn 21:17)
very seriously — he sees not only his parishioners, but all people
as sheep requiring spiritual food and care. Please pray for our
priests, so that they may continue to spiritually nourish not only
our own faithful, but all people of the world.

Apsidal icon of Christ the Pantokrator Rev. Paul J. Makar
Immaculate Conception Ukrainian Catholic Church, Hillside, NJ

Come and Get to Know Your Clergy And

Perhaps you feel that God may be calling Religious Men and Women!

you to service in His Church?

If you would like to discuss God’s call to a
vocation in your life, do not hesitate to contact:

Rev. Paul J. Makar
Director of Vocations
Ukrainian Catholic Archeparchy of Philadelphia
827 North Franklin Street
Philadelphia, PA 19123-2097

Phone: 1-215-627-0143
Fax: 1-215-627-0377

E-mail: ukrvocations@catholic.org

Find us on

Facebook

fellew me on futtter

Rev. lhor Bloshchynskyy
h Pastor, St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Church
Philadelphia, PA
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Sunday of the Man Born Blind

As Jesus went along, he saw a man blind from birth.
His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man
or his parents, that he was born blind2” “Neither this
man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this
happened so that the works of God might be displayed
in him. As long as it is day, we must do the works of
him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can
work. While | am in the world, | am the light of the
world.” After saying this, he spit on the ground, made
some mud with the saliva, and put it on the man’s
eyes. “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam”
(this word means “Sent’). So the man went and washed,
and came home seeing. His neighbors and those who
had formerly seen him begging asked, “Isn’t this the
same man who used to sit and beg?2” Some claimed
that he was. Others said, “No, he only looks like him.”
But he himself insisted, “I am the man.” “How then
were your eyes opened?” they asked. He replied, “The
man they call Jesus made some mud and put it on my
eyes. He told me to go to Siloam and wash. So | went
and washed, and then | could see.” “Where is this man2” they asked him. “I don’t know,” he said. They brought
to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. Now the day on which Jesus had made the mud and opened
the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He
put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and | washed, and now | see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man
is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs2”
So they were divided. Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was
your eyes he opened.” The man replied, “He is a prophet.” They still did not believe that he had been blind
and had received his sight until they sent for the man’s parents. “Is this your son2” they asked. “Is this the one
you say was born blind? How is it that now he can see?” “We know he is our son,” the parents answered,
“and we know he was born blind. But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don’t know. Ask him.
He is of age, he will speak for himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders,
who already had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Messiah would be put out of
the synagogue. That was why his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” A second time they summoned the man
who had been blind. “Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” He
replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, | don’t know. One thing | do know. | was blind but now | see!” Then
they asked him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes2” He answered, “I have told you already
and you did not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you want to become his disciples too2” Then
they hurled insults at him and said, “You are this fellow’s disciple! We are disciples of Moses! We know that
God spoke to Moses, but as for this fellow, we don’t even know where he comes from.” The man answered,
“Now that is remarkable! You don’t know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. We know that God
does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly person who does his will. Nobody has ever heard of opening
the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” To this they replied, “You
were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they threw him out. Jesus heard that they had
thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man2” “Who is he, siré” the
man asked. “Tell me so that | may believe in him.” Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one
speaking with you.” Then the man said, “Lord, | believe,” and he worshiped him.(Jn.9, 1-38)
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They all looked at
him but they never saw
him. He was the blind guy.
Born that way. Day after
day he sat and begged.
They looked. They walked
by. They wondered. But
they never saw. He had
never seen their faces until
today. He had never seen
his own face, his parents’
faces, a sunrise, the stars,
his home, a smile until
today. Before today it was
as if he didn't even exist.
He was a life waiting to
be born, a light waiting to
shine, a word waiting to
be spoken. Today he
became a new creation,
he was enlightened, he
became a living testimony
to the Son of Man but they
still don’t see him. For some
reason they are unable to
see him.

The disciples look
at him and see a
theological question,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this
man or his parents, that
he was born blind2” Their
vision is distorted by the
popular belief that
suffering is caused by sin
and you get what you
deserve.

The neighbors
looked but couldn’t see
past the image of the way
things had always been,
a blind man sitting and
begging. It's all he had
ever known. It's all they
had ever known. Blinded
by disbelief they keep
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asking him, “How were
your eyes opened?”

Two times the
religious leaders call him
in. Two times they

interrogate him. Two times
he gives glory to God.
They cannot see the
prophet, the man from
God, that this formerly
blind man now sees. They
cannot see the new life,
the new man, the new
creation that bears
testimony to the man from
God. Two times they turn
a blind eye to this man
and his God. No one, as
the saying goes, is more
blind than he or she who
chooses not to see. They
have chosen power, rules,
and boundaries over the
truth and their eyes have
grown dim.

Even this man’s
own parents distance
themselves from him. They
can talk about their blind
son but not about their
seeing son. To see him,
the enlightened son, meant
they would have to tell the
story. “We do not know
how it is that now he sees,
nor do we know who
opened his eyes. Ask him;
he is of age. He will speak
for himself.” They deny
what is right before their
eyes. Fear does that. Fear
keeps us from seeing a
larger reality, from living
with a larger vision. So we
live with tunnel vision only
seeing that one thing that
we most fear.

They all looked but
none saw him. If they saw
him they would have to
confront their own
blindness. This man blind
from birth is not just a
single individual, he is
every man, every woman.
The only ditference
between him and all the
others in today’s gospel is
that he knows he is blind.
Until we know we are blind
we can never see with new
eyes. “Surely we are not
blind, are we?”

Blindness is not
about the quality of our
vision or the condition of
our eyes. It is not about
the darkness around us
but, rather, the darkness
within us. How we see
others, what we see in the
world, the way we see life
is less about the objects
of our seeing and more
about ourselves. We do
not see God, people,
things, or circumstances as
they are but as we are.
Until our eyes are opened
by Christ our seeing is
really just a projection of
ourselves onto the world.
What we see and how we
see manifest our inner
world. They describe and
point to the fears,
attachments, and beliefs
within us.

If we wish to see
God, life, and others as
they really are then we
must attend to what is
going on within us. True
seeing begins in the heart

not the eyes. We must
begin to acknowledge the
fears, attachments, and
beliefs that live within us
and how they have
impaired our vision.

Think about a time
when you were scared,
really scared. Maybe it
was about your marriage,
your job, the illness of
loved one. That fear had
a way of blinding you.
Fear rivets our attention on
that thing we fear to the
exclusion of everything else
around us. That one thing
is all we can think about,
all that we can see. Fear
narrows our world view
and our vision becomes
myopic, nearsighted to the
point of exclusion.

Attachments are
those things or people we
think we must have to be
happy. We can’t imagine
lite without them. We have
convinced ourselves that
our very existence in some
way depends on them.
The Bible calls them idols.
Modern society calls them
addictions. Regardless, we
will inevitably look for and
see only that which fosters
and atfirms our
attachments and will turn
a blind eye toward
anything that threatens
them. Our vision becomes
selective.

We have probably
all met someone who is

(continued on next page)
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so fanatical in his or her
beliefs that he or she
cannot see another point
of view. He cannot look
at any other possibility. She
refuses to see other ways
but her own. Not only
have we met these people
too often we are these
people. We all have
certain beliefs to which we
cling. They offer the illusion
of stability and security. So
we no longer live in the
real world, God’s world,
but a world that we have
created in our head.

The inner darkness
of our fears, attachments,
and beliefs is what keeps
us from seeing. They cover
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our eyes like the mud on
the eyes of the man born
blind. In placing mud on
the blind man’s eyes Jesus
is holding before him the
reality of his blindness. He
wears thick black lenses of
fear, attachments, and
beliefs. We all do. Those
who know this are sent to
wash in the pool, to be
re-created, and to see with
new eyes. Once they were
darkness but now in the
Lord they are light. The rest
will continue looking but
never see, their faces
caked with mud.

Don’t just look
around. Look within. What
do you see? How do you

see? Where is the mud of go wash. The mud of
darkness in your life2 darkness always gives way

Name that reality. to the light of Christ.
Acknowledge it and then
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